11th JULY, 1978.
AE—‘TFR being arrested by the
Spanish police at the African -

Spanish frontier ‘I
gorted to the local prison,
“1.es Rosales™ in Ceuta. 4
- When 1 first saw the inside
@f the prison | was very
shaocked. Evervthing and
ewerywhere looked very dirty
emd a2 very strong smell of
mgine filled the air, especially
from the Patio (exercise
Fard).
- The majority of the people
i this prison are Morroccan
efcause Ceuta is situated in
Marth Africa. The rest of the
cople are ‘mostly Spanish,
with a dozen or 50 Eutopeans.
Unfortunatety, I arrived at

ecause two or three weeks
pefore my arrival thére had
scen a riot and many
fepartments.were badly
";:mage:d by fire.
Furopeans were held respan-
mble for '-ztanmg the rint;
(Nge cause, was
setter conditions.
I ‘was “supplied with one
thy bed sheet and a matress
itH many urine stains. I was
=en-put in a cell with three
iher people, two French lads
ind an English lad from Liver-
wol, J. McLaughlin, who is
=¥ constant .companian
Broughout the time ! have
dready spent in prlsnn here
md an-the mainland in Spain.
There are 15 _cells ap-
roximately three metres by
.30 metres;' each cell con-
zins two double sleeping
mnks; that takes up 90 per.
ent of the space. There is
fso & tilet and hand wash
esin. The smell alone from
e toilet
ecaus'e the flushing:
echanism does not work

E:f for most part of the day °

d night the water is turned
Hpt the mains.
There is no shm‘tage of
2ter in Ceuta and 1 assume
k=i the lack of water for the
msoners_is just aggravation
B the guards’ part. Apart-

was e5:--

-plaints have
wer prison at a very bad time

.The -

for much.

is unbearahle -

from nol being able-to use the
totlet regularly there is no
. Buarantoc ma! one canhave a
“wash

- There is”no lundry ar .a
change of bed sheets; clothes
and, bedding . have to be
washed by hand in cold water
in the-wash basin.

At this time of vear the
weather is realiy hot and it 1s
very difficult tor sleep a!
~night. Prisoners are constant™
1¥ hitten by bed bugs that live
in the mattresses and small
cracks.in the walls. Mosguitos

- are another popular menace,

The doctor who visits the
prison has very little interest
in the people: several com-
heen made
because of the very un:
"hygenic econditions but he
taughs at the Europeans and
states: 'It is normal!™
““The Morrocan and Spanish
prisoners seldom compiain
‘about anything This [ can
now - understand because
McLaughlin and [ wrate :a
telegram to the World Health
Organisation and to the
‘Ministér of Justice in Madrid
complaining and asking for
their help and support

The telegrams were
destrayed by the chief officer
and we were threatened with
a beating if any more com-
piaints were made of this
nature.

“OUR ARMS were
aching and a few of us
were very close to
losing consciousness
-after about an hour. If
iho guards saw that
‘our arms were siowly
dropping they would
strike us in the genitals
with their batons’'.

For a short time [ workéd in

"“the kitcher with my three cell

mates. Again I was shocked
and disturbed by what I saw.
The kitchen was absolutely
filthy and infested with rats,

hee and many other strange
msects i

To my amazement. some of
the cooking was done in a
small Patic adjoining the
kitchen. in the open air Four
large stone blocks are placed
an the gmund and a metal

(,”nla]n(ji.ﬂ' ced on m;).a!‘.rt'
made :}f\wm 18 then bt and

fish. phella gi.l various ather
lw() il
chion

eaked
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There is no-ane 1o SUPErvise
the kitchen: the food is never
cleaned properly af at all {fish
is served with the insides and
heads intact and thv smell is
disgusting.

Apart from the cells there
are twh dormitories, one for
Morrocans and the other far
Spanish and Europeans mix
ed These dormitaries
very -overerowded and
because of the very bad
ditions there are often
guarrels and fighting among
the prisoners :

If the weather permits. all
the prisoners eat their food in
ther Patio. a very small area
for over 100 people Most
have tn stand or sit on the
floor tn eat because tables
and chairs are not provided.
Waste food is thrown all over
the place so the Patio is in-
fested with rats.
other disease
sects

The guards in Ceuta prison
do as little work as possible
The prison is virtually con-
trolled by Cabboes (trustee
prisoners}. These prisoners
often locl all cell doors and
run the prison while the
guards sit in the centre office,

are

o0
con

carrying -in-

.drinking beer and coffee

Several complaints have
been made to the various con-

ME:;

foo On
A[a/‘: .« %/
B R B /"’

flies and

congent

of

1

culatec Ahe Eurapean
prisaners. The British Viee -
Cansul 'm;f'a at Ceuta. had
full kpovledee of the con
ditions bl staed ho eould do

nathing/1o help us because we
are u}}ﬂ':h‘r Spanish eontrol
Duging this time | had my
firsyaf many interviews with
""y solicitar

Befnre the end
ed with
1ashish
HiCitor. get
-1‘ then
\fﬂ The

pid for

In my case bail was refused

hilt-the suni nf mones e
quired was £1 )

“ Fien mn Spain 1nadas I a
persen car pay the amaunt of
maney required 'mm IS i

doubt that the person will be
give freedom

A state solicttar 12 available
if 2 person nas no money. itis
zlso a well known fact that
state soligitors do very little
in court 1o help
depends on the amaunt of
nashish astowhat a solicitor's
£ v be if voucanafford to

—_

3 ir one Usoally 11 1s
befween £500 and £1.000 for
“ ‘\ :.( '-!-[.‘(-,c

This money 1s usually paid
for a2 lower sentence but there
< pn guarantee. L\peciail}' 15

1 finds vou guilty Up
have never heard of
any uropean getting a not
guilty verdict in ecaurt and
there are innocent penple ser-
ving rnidiculous sentences in
Spanish prisons today.

With conditions getting
worse instead of improving. it
was inevitable that many of
the Europeans would even-
tually try to escape.

na
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A very good plan of escape |
was put into operation, but.

unfortunately. it failed at the
very final stage

Daniel. a French lad. and a
very good friend of mine was
shot at by the sentry guards
and unfortunately he fell in
between the two surrounding
walls of the prison.

He was nat &t by the 20 ar
mare pullets ired hat was
ety apguithcand spent
firlir moenibsin hospital

Beng o the

1 ool L 1 )
il

"Iwa?i 7

Pamel now By a damaped

spine and hasa permanent
limp He has reently been to
court and crving etght
vears for hasmih

The night tneescape failed,
all the pr~m'rx were

rounded up 2o made to face

the wall intheatio with our
hands abave ar heads. We
were surraumed by puards
armed with fles and sub.
machine guns

The Furopeis wore then
: ted fray the other
| ¢rs andbheaten very
adly by the zirds. We were

aken indC the prison
~| to face the
ir midsabove our

wa
¢ i this me f{or ap-
proximatelyiwo hours
rin RIS ‘\( reams
ud Realve J(drh

ming from fer prlmm rs
» were gehig beaten by

“SOME AYS the
food is daoitely not
for huma:onsumgp -
ticn . . . Iny honest
opinion anvost other
Europear { have
spoken 5 |t g
remarkabland un-
boliovabhwnop.r_
eon has 7 caug
and DIEom any
diseass ini prison’’.

ALAN JONES fro
arrested on July 11
Spanish Morrooco
He wae charged
60 lbs of hashish

waelk.

Aian Jones has

ith smuggling over
vor the border.

He was - sent to Ceuta jail and has
been in prison ever since.

The ‘Rhondda i.bador
terested in his case and we asked him
to write an article about his ex-
periences. We recoivod the article this

He sent it from Sovillo prloon on the
Spanish mainlqnd
dangercus to send from Ceuta. _
always said he is
“innocent and the drug was planted on

him but he has not yet been tried.

In the 10 months he has been in the
hands of the Spanish authorities he has
besn to three jaile; Ceuta (twice), Cor-
doba and now Seville.,

This is his story .. .

Ton Pentrs was
last year in Cauta,

has been in-

it was too

work is. mamlv fnr Spamsh

- Pornographyv “and
‘are favourites with Spanish,

Ourarms * aching and a
few of us wvery close to
losing conlSness after
about an ha this positinn.
If the guasaw that our
arms unrewlv dropping
they wouldke us in the
gvnitah witll batons,

Many inrt Deople were
badly be. including
Spanish Morroccan

Jbecause thards had no

evidence wanted the
names of people whao
attemptedscape.

For tweks after we
were lockihe cells for 24
hours a 't was two
months laiore | visited
the haspitordoba where

they found my bodyv was still
badly bruised and my cracked
ribs were healing very nicely
with the binding of torn
sheets that | applied with the
help of my friends. In Ceuta 1
was also refused to see the
consulate and the mail was
interfered with.

October 3, 1978.

Twelve Europeans werd
then transferred to various
prisons on the Spanlsh
maintand. mainly to Cordobal
The reception we received at
Cordoba was very pleasant
znd the guards and prison
were more relaxed in e'very%

"Prisoners

way. Our mail was regular
which is a great comfort to
many of the prisoners and
their families. We also found
the guards were very helpful
1o us strangers and treated us
with every respect.

Although the [ood is not
very good in most Spanish
prisons, Cordoba has two

small shops where various:

food, tinnned fruit, tea, coffee
and toiletries can be bought if
you -have the money.
in Cordoba are
3llowed to have 4,000 Pesetas
per week — £28 — to spend.

There is also work to be had -

and the wages are up to 2,000

pesetas per week.: But the .

people.
‘There is also a Tilm most

‘Saturdays and Sundays and a

fee of 20 pesetas is charged,
“violence

especially. with the w)ungu
generation.

_Fhave found and many peo-
p-l_v agree, including the
Spanish peaple 1 have spoken
to. that the people in’
Southern Spain:are not so in-

“telligent as those.of Northern

Spain. If today's statistics are
correct, 40 per cdent of the
Spanish population (ahnm
read or write.

Many prisoners in Spain are
serving sentences from 30 10

100 years for robbery with or

without arms.-Many of these
sentences werce imposed

when Franco was alive.
Prisoners, “including .
Europeans, have to serve at-

least tén years before being
considered for release. -

I sopke to a German lad of
25 serving 34 yvears for house
breaking: he has now spent
eight years in various prisons’
and | asked his opionion of
the prisons in general: His
reply was: “It's a cemetery for
the living". =

1t 1s advisable not to get too
acquainted with many
Spanish prisoners and ta
avoid arguments or quarrels
because usually the younger
prisoners are armed with a
knife or sharp instrument and
would think nothing of using
it in a quarrel or a fight.

The British Vice Consul for-
Cordoba, Mr. Formby, travels
from Seville as often as possi-
ble to visit any British sub-
ject. Unlike the Consul at

Ceuta, Mr. Formby was most -

helpful in any enguiries I
wanted made, either with the
prison authorities, my
solicitor or family. -

. Although conditions in-
general are 100 per cent
[. found

better in ‘Cordoba,
that in winter time the prison
is extremely cold and very
damp throughout.. The mat-
tress and hed clothes are very
damp and the ceils extremely.
cold. Many prisoners, in-
cluding - myself, slept fully
¢lothes for most of the wmter
period. g

Myself and fellow
Europeans suffered in silence
and. put up with this discom-
fort because¢ the general at-

mosphere and everythingin

general was a lot better than
what we had experienced in
Ceuta.

26th February, 1979.

- After a period of five
‘months in Cordoba,
MecLaughlin and [ were
trarisferred back to Ceuta for
trial. (Although we were told

‘by the Consul and our
solicitor that our trial was to

take place in Cadiz).

‘On ‘entering the prison for
the second time, 1 was again
verv disturbed to find that the

-_dulvrmratod

“delayi
quires#

conditions -had. wrmusl_-

Some . day-; the fnnd 13

“definitely not for’humancon- @8 -
sumption, although | am told
“the kitchen has been: mode

nised. = .

In my hnm-sl npmmn and:
most.of the other E umpvans l.
have spoken to, it

‘remarkable and unbglle)x'able

how no person has NOT.

caught and DIED t‘rr)m any

dl‘a(’d‘st‘ in this prlson i :

My trial was dajourned. on
March 7. Mv snlicnnr informs
me that my case will.be heard

some timein May. ‘hecause L S

am mngwnt of the charges‘
and ‘pleading not guilty. :

1 am agso told’ that:the, uxtra'
ecause lhe ‘court:re:
nfnlfquahnn from

Interpol ~Whys
not bmra notifie
cight months it t
case into murt
VOur ;ruev.s as’ mme'

during ‘ihe
K to, get my

‘served with thc. noldosi:'

and heads intnct - a'nd_' 1
the s mell 0
gusting’’.’

“In my t:au‘ b:'ﬂil.;\.lll

refused but the sum of .
money required was |

£17,000. Evonh upin'-
today, if & porm can
pay the morey re-
quired there iz no
doubt they will be
given freedom’’. '

terpol has B

Today in Spain the new m_r.i-" |

stitution is established and
the law will eventually be the
same as other countries
throughout Eumpe especraf
ly now that Spain may. even-

tuaily become a member of §-

the Common Market.

It is obvious that the coun- i

try and tyhe people must have

- first consideration if Spain
wants to become a prosperous. ;
and better country to live in. §
But it is also essential that}
conditions in Spanish prisons.

into bvery .

must be looked
seriously.

Not just for the people of
other countries serving:

sentences in Spain but for the
Spanish penple also..

There is a lot more to be'-

said about Spain as a country.

the people and prisons but 1 @
* am taking this opportunity to & . .

send: this article off now.
I would like

worked extremely hard onmy

behalf, and, -finally, a-very
good friend who has kept: in;
touch with me throughout my .

stay in Spain, Mr. Phillip

Llewellyn and hls famtly.

from Llwyny pla

to take ‘this.
opportunity to thank my fami-
ly at Wyndham Street, my.
brother Norman who: has,




